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Homelessness Problem in San Diego
Homelessness is a public issue affecting the entire globe today. Homelessness is an outcome of poverty and social inequality. Homelessness is a major growing problem in the United States and across the entire globe. Homelessness in San Diego affects the city’s growth and development. With the current cases of COVID-19 outbreak, the homeless still stands the highest risks of contracting the disease due to the poverty and lack of shelter. The issue can, however, be averted using numerous techniques such as the Point in Time, and the role and services of social workers. In this essay, I choose to focus on homelessness issue in San Diego and how the problem can be solved both socially. Homelessness is an issue in San Diego that can be averted using numerous policies. 
The state of homelessness in the states of America has become a very big social issue that the government together with the charity NGOs cannot ignore. This has seen the fact that the organizations have taken the initiative to take the approximate statistics to get the figures that can be used in the planning on how to solve the problem. Every two years in January the government and the NGOs recruit volunteers about 400-500 individuals who walk around the streets, clubs, and the footbridges as they interview people who give the required information. This is a program that has been designated the name Point in Time (PIT).
The interviews are focused on the homeless people and also sometimes those living in temporary structures are targeted since they ultimately end up being homeless due to the city laws that restrict them from putting up their structures in the city without legal permission. According to the statistics of the PIT program for the past six years, there has been a decline in the number of homeless people. This is attributed to the fact that there have been plans since then commencing the PIT program to eliminate the problem (Packard 465). The PIT focuses on improving this situation because it is bringing a very poor image of the cities to the rest of the world.
Homelessness in the city of San Diego, California is overwhelming with dozens of people living in streets and residential based locations that are not fit for human inhabitation. Research done on the homelessness trend from the year 2011 to 2017 indicates a drastic drop in the number of homeless people.in 2011, the name of the unsheltered was 2203 while the sheltered were 961, in 2013, the unprotected was 1879 while the protected were 968, in 2015, the vulnerable was 1513 while the unprotected was 832 while in 2017 the vulnerable was 1208 while the protected were 655 (Gilmer 452). The Government through the office of the city mayor has come up with various policies to intervene and help lower the homelessness rate along with the city. Statistical analysis shows a significant improvement between 2013 and 2015. Overall homelessness has dropped by 18%; veteran homelessness has reduced by 42%, family homelessness reduced by 26%, and chronic homelessness reduced by 13% (Gilmer 452).
Feasibility of partnerships with Non‐Profits and city departments like public works and Parks, Recreation, and Marine to offer short‐term, as-needed hourly maintenance and/or project assistance. The Property Development Bureau of the Economic Development Department (EPD) is responsible for assisting with the proactive property maintenance of City‐owned property. Identify people most likely to become homeless due to financial difficulty and offer active assistance in financial management, skills training, and programs/services (Gilmer 452). On April 4, 2017, the City Council approved the City’s Draft 10‐year Blueprint for Economic Development (Blueprint), which ED is responsible for implementing. It provides shelter and linkage to services during the cold season. The program has been instrumental in providing shelter beds
The possibility of developing a multi‐departmental and multi‐organizational database that tracks individual contacts and services received to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of services. The Homeless Services Division (HSD) uses the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) to collect and track client-level data on the provision of housing and services to residents experiencing homelessness.
Several cities have developed programs that employ homeless residents in city beautification initiatives. In every case, cities have partnered with non‐profits to create these programs. The City Prosecutor’s Office works closely with law enforcement partners to identify and address quality of life offenses, including offenses mentioned above generally associated with homeless persons. Through that coordination, officers are advised of what conduct is, in fact, criminal and appropriate for arrest or citation.
Substance abuse in the city of California is majorly registered in the regions occupied by homeless people. They have to take on drugs due to the many frustrations they face in life and also since the drugs are readily available to them by the peddlers who target them most as they are the most vulnerable group to depend on drugs for their survival (Promer 14). This population has also depicted mental health problems and drugs are majorly blamed for this situation. Drugs have always been known to alter the thinking capacity of an addict and the charity organizations sort to provide rehabilitation facilities for the adversely affected members of the homeless community. 
African Americans are the ones facing the highest problem in terms of homelessness hence poverty levels. The analysis shows that the African Americans in the city represent the smallest percentage but they represent the highest population of the homeless people in the city. This means that the African Americans are the poorest in the city on account that homelessness is always the best measure of poverty as the individuals cannot afford even the cheapest government housing programs that are always deemed to be cheaper than the private houses (Promer 14). Poverty in the city is therefore mirrored by the many homelessness cases in the city and the government has therefore sorted to come in to address the issue. Another report shows that the male gender represents the highest number of homeless in San Diego city. 
However, there are very high hopes that the situation is reducing at a promising rate and that there will be a significant positive change due to the practices of the homelessness elimination organizations and the government programs. The PIT program reports that over 4000 homeless individuals escape the homelessness state every year on account of the programs put in place by the government and the other authorities (Packard 471). The housing segregation practices in the nation have been highly blamed for the loss of homeownership among very many American citizens and this has affected the city registering very low economic status due to the homelessness case.
There are many hopes of the reduction of the situation in the city due to the role of the government to tackle the issue. The government has very organized bodies that coordinate to solve the issue legally and very much planned. This board comprises individuals who serve the homeless members in the city. The mayor of the city also appoints 11 members von the board to be the advisers to the homeless members of the city. This is true from the fact that these people face psychological problems that lead them to drugs intending to get intoxicated and forget about the real world for some time.
There are very many solutions by the government to solve this problem but the paper fails to cover all of them. The source of income discrimination policy is h best policy that will help solve the problem of homelessness in the city (Hipple 17). This demands that the poor who are most prone to become homeless pay less rent for staying in government houses and private homes. This is being sensitive to the fact that people have different income values and cannot all afford to pay the same rent and the fact remains that they all need a place for shelter.
Another common policy is the policy that all nuisance motels be bought by investors and turn the motels into better housing facilities for the homeless people. This is a very good move by the mayor of the city as the motels termed as being a nuisance are simply wasted at the expense of homeless people along with the city (Hipple 17). This move has also registered a very high number of homeless people as the houses renovated are very cheap to the homeless people.
In summary, the issue of homelessness in San Diego has affected many people and the entire city of California. It has to be noted that the government has put in place very many measures through the local governments to address the issue and this can be witnessed by the PIT report that shows a great decline in the number of homeless people. The few homeless members are majorly new into the homeless community but the plans put in place will surely reduce this scourge significantly in the next decade. The children and parents benefit from the policies by the local government and the federal government concerning the homelessness problem. However, it should be noted that the above-named policies have undesirable effects on some businesses or organizations such as real estate companies or companies owning rental houses along with the city. An example is where the landlords have to lower the rent rates imposed on their tenants. This is a reduction in their expected income. 
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